
Date: 16th December 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I cannot believe we have virtually reached the end of the Autumn 

Term already. This week we have seen KS2 put on a fantastic 

pantomime. Year 5, you did an incredible job and let your lights 

shine brightly and Years 3,4 and 6 performed their dances with 

sparkle and style. A huge thank you to all the staff who have 

worked so hard with the children to pull it altogether. You definitely 

put on a show!  

 

As this is the last newsletter of the calendar year, I would like to 

take this moment to wish you all a safe, healthy and Merry 

Christmas or Happy Holidays. I hope you are able to enjoy time 

with family and friends making memories. I wish you a Happy New 

Year and look forward to seeing all the children’s siling faces on our 

return in January.  

Take care,  

Ms Martin 

Headteacher  

 

 

Key Dates coming up: 

December 

Monday 19th—Christmas Party Day  - Children 

can wear Mufti and Christmas Jumpers—please 

consider the weather.  

Tuesday 20th—School closes at 1pm.  

January 

4th—Inset Day  

5th January—school reopens  



Some year 6 boys let their lights shine this week by combining  the recent arctic weather with 

an idea to raise money for Cancer Research UK. They gave up time to pull children along in 

sledges and managed to raise over £120 in  just three short lunchtime sessions. It was heart 

warming to see our children doing something for the benefit of others and we were really 

proud of  these boys: Kyle , Stanley M, Stanley B, Zachary and Maxwell  Furthermore, it was love-

ly to see older children  accompanying nervous younger children so they could  enjoy a ride 

too! Thank-you to parents for providing children with coins that will be donated to this very 

important cause. 



Charity Bake Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of our Year 5 children decided they wanted to raise 

some money for Crisis at Christmas. They made banners and 

signs to advertise their bake sale and spent time at home cook-

ing up lots of goodies to sell at the Bake sale.  Their lights were 

shining incredibly brightly as they raised a total of £110.50. They 

had worked incredibly hard to bake their own cakes and cookies 

and were overwhelmed with the generosity of the children and 

parents who generously purchased the cakes. The amount 

raised means that 4 people will have accommodation for Christ-

mas, a Christmas meal and will be offered helo to find their own 

home and work. .   



This term, we have met every fortnight to discuss how we can help the school and our local community. Here are some of the things 

that we have discussed and the places that we have visited: 

• We visited ‘Bridge the Gap’ to see what happens at the food bank; we discussed other ways that we can support this charity, e.g. 

other times of the year when we can help them rather than just at Harvest time. 

• We planned how we were going to support Children in Need. 

• We discussed replacing the Timber Trail - we met as a group and chose the design we liked best. This will hopefully take place 

around Easter. 

• Chose the treat for the winning house - a film with popcorn. Well done to Green House! 

• Discussed the idea of having a school animal– we will look into this further next term.  

• We planned our Christmas parties for next week. 

Next term: 

• Meet with Mrs Soffe to discuss how we can get more  books for the classroom. 

• Plan how we can further support Bridge the Gap 

• Further develop links with the school in Kenya 



  Messy Church 
On Wednesday this week the children in Nursery, Ash and Alder classes were delighted to visit our local church, The Church of St 

James the Great.  With the cold, snowy weather we all wrapped up warmly on the short walk noticing all the signs of winter as we 

went. It was lovely to see the church fully decorated with a magnificent tree and a beautiful nativity scene.  We looked at the gor-

geous stained-glass windows and had a go at making our very own Christmas stained glass art work.  Children then had an opportuni-

ty to make a Christmas card to take home to their families. All the children thoroughly enjoyed their experience.  



What is Oracy? 

We have been working with Voice 21 to improve the standard of 
Oracy at Bierton, but what is Oracy?  

The term ‘oracy’ was first coined in 1965 by a group of researchers 
at the University of Birmingham led by Andrew Wilkinson.          
Developed to describe the speaking and listening skills needed to 
be a good communicator, it was intended to give spoken language 
the same importance as ‘literacy’ does to reading and writing. As 
the English Speaking Union says simply on their website,  

“In short, it’s nothing more than being able to express yourself 
well. It’s about having the vocabulary to say what you want to 
say and the ability to structure your thoughts so that they 
make sense to others.” 

In the classroom context, oracy is both    learning to and through 
talk. It is through talk that students have the 
opportunity to develop and share their under-
standing, through       interactions with both  
teachers and peers. However, to do this effec-
tively, students must also be taught to talk ef-
fectively, ensuring they have the necessary skills and understand-
ing to engage in talk for learning.   

An oracy enriched curriculum increases 
confidence, improves academic outcomes, 
fosters wellbeing, equips students to 
thrive in life beyond school, it helps to  
narrow gaps and  promotes social equality. 

As we progress through the year, we will 
share more on oracy and how it is           
supporting the learning of your children.  

Discussion Guidelines 

You may have heard about our class      
discussion guidelines that we co-created 
back in September. In order to create a 

climate in which all students are         
supported to participate in and benefit 

from classroom talk, Discussion        
Guidelines are an invaluable resource. 
Here is an example of some discussion 

guidelines. Below is an example of discus-
sion guidelines that could be used at 

home. 

Vision: At Bierton we believe that all children have the right to 
be heard and their opinions valued in order for them to flourish. 

On the next page we have selected a 
few strategies that you might want to 
try to support Oracy at home over the 
Christmas break. 

https://www.esu.org/oracy/


Games to encourage talk 

The following suggestions to encourage talk that we have used in school. 

Vision: At Bierton we believe that all children have the right to 
be heard and their opinions valued in order for them to flourish. 

Would you rather …? 

This is a great way to get students talking. 
If I ruled the world 

 

 

This requires one person to start 
with why they rule the world and the 
next person disagreeing with them. 

Word association 

This is a quick game 
that could be played. 
Give yourselves 60   

seconds and start with 
one word. Move around 
the group and suggest 

one word that is       
associated with the 
previous word. How 

many can you think of in 
60 seconds? 

Treasure Hunt 

Everyone must select an object and hide it in the house. They must then describe where it 
is hidden without explicitly stating where it has been hidden. 

It’s good to talk! 

Connecting with others and forming good relationships is important for our mental health 
and wellbeing. However, we may live further away from our family than we would like. Over 

Christmas take time to speak to a family member or friend on the phone. 

You could use the prompts below to start your conversation. 

‘Hi ________, how are you?’ 

‘Today, I _________’ ‘Tomorrow I am looking forward to ____ because ____’ 

‘How are you feeling?’ 

‘What are you looking forward to this week?’ 



Subitising 

Perceptual subitising: This 
form of  subitising refers to 
instantly            recognising the 
number of objects or items in a 
group without needing to count them.  

Dice: A great way to          practise this 
skill is by        using a standard (dotty)  
dice when playing a boardgame. Encourage 
children to say how many dots there are 
without counting them.  

Conceptual subitising: When we are look-
ing at groups that contain larger numbers 
of objects, we use conceptual subitising. 
This form of subitising means that we 
recognise how many there are by combin-
ing smaller groups.  

Dominoes: Encourage the children 
to play with    dominoes. Can they 
say the number that the    domino shows 
by quickly combining the two groups?  

Dice: Play games that involve rolling two 
dice. Can the children subitise each dice 
pattern and combine without counting?  

Subitising in the environment: At home 
(e.g. a collection of mince pies on a plate)  

or when out and about (e,g. a 
group of ducks on the        ca-
nal) , look at groups of objects 

and ask: what do you see? How do you see 
them?  

There are lots of fun and exciting ways you can incorporate maths into your Christmas celebrations. Here are just a few ideas and suggestions: 

Time 

Everyone enjoys a nice festive movie and this 
provides a great opportunity to practise telling 
the time and to learn about durations of time.  

Telling the time: Share the starting time of 
the film with your child. What times does it 

start? What time 
does it finish? 

Calculating dura-
tions of time: If we 
know the starting 
time and the ending 
time, how long is 

the film? 

Converting time: If we know the film is ___ 
hours and __ minutes, what would this be just 
in minutes?  

Measurement  

If you are doing any cooking or 
baking over the festive period,  
encourage your child to help you 
measure and weigh and                  
ingredients. This will help them get 
used to using different measuring 
equipment and read scales with 
different denominations.  

For older children, you could discuss scaling. For                     
example, this recipe is for 4 people, how many ingredients 
would we need for 8 people? How many ingredients would we 
need for two people? 

Addition and Subtraction 

Monopoly: Monopoly is a great 
game to play with children and it 
encourages them to use their          
addition and subtraction skills 

when  buying properties and collecting rent from other  
players.  

TV Shows  

Numberblocks : Most children in Early 
Years and Key Stage  are familiar with 
Numberblocks. It is a show available on 
BBC iPlayer .  From number bonds to                
patterns, missing numbers to solving equations children can 
learn all the basic concept of maths with 10 friends.  

Monster Math Squad: Available on Prime 
Video,  this show follows three                
monsters who go on different missions 
where they have to solve different maths 
problems.   

Apps 

Numbots : Children can continue to complete 
story and challenge mode activities over the 
festive period.  

Times Table Rock Stars: Although children 
have no homework sessions to 
complete, they can continue to use 
the different game modes to              
improve their fluency with                           
multiplication and division facts.  

1-Minute Maths:  This helps children to build 
greater number confidence and fluency. It 
covers many topics, from subitising to                
multiplication and visions. It’s all about 
targeted practice in engaging, one-minute 
chunks!  



We hope you are all looking forward to your Christmas holidays. Although we know you will be busy and there will be no homework set for 
over the holidays we thought you might like to try some of these festive challenges.  We would love to see pictures of the challenges you have 
enjoyed doing together. 

Challenge 1 

Create a 3D pop up 
Christmas card for some-
one in your home.  
Extra Challenge: 

Write a short poem in 
the middle of your card 

Challenge 2 

Write a Christmas story 
using this sentence start-
er to start your story… 

Santa’s sat nav ran out of 
power. He was last 
seen….. 
Extra Challenge: 

Present it in an unusual 
way, perhaps as a comic 
or newspaper article. 

Challenge 3 

Make a record of the 
temperature over the 
Christmas holidays. 
Which day was the cold-
est? Which day was the 
warmest? 

Extra Challenge: 

Write a weather report 
or video yourself like a 
weather reporter. 

Challenge 4 

Create a winter or Christ-
mas themed piece of art-
work in the style of your 
favourite artist.  
Extra Challenge:  
Have a family art exhibi-
tion. 

Challenge 5 

Make a snowman. If it 
snows that should be an 
easy one.  Have a family 
competition to see 
whose snowman you all 
like the best. 
Extra Challenge:  
If there is no snow, what 
else could you make a 
snowman out of? 

Challenge 6 

Have a family talent 
show. You could all 
choose a favourite song 
to sing, recite a poem or 
perform a dance. Give 
scores to each other like 
on Strictly Come Dancing. 

Extra Challenge: 

Make up your own song, 
poem or dance. 

Challenge 7 

Imagine that your favour-
ite celebrity came to din-
ner. What would you 
cook for them.  What 
would you have for a 
starter, main and desert? 

Extra Challenge: 

Write out a menu or try 
to make one of the dish-
es. 

Challenge 8 

Bake a festive treat. It 
could be a gingerbread 
man, candy canes or a 
yule log. 
Extra Challenge: 

Have a Great Christmas 
Family Bake Off and 
judge each other’s deli-
cious bakes. 

Challenge 9 

Go for a walk and do the 
winter scavenger hunt 
below. 
Extra Challenge: 

Make up your own scav-
enger hunt.  

Challenge 10 

Santa has decided to give 
the reindeer a rest and is 
looking for a new way to 
travel around the world 
next year. Design a new 
Santa Mobile. 
Extra Challenge: 

Can you turn your design 
into reality? You could 
use junk modelling or 
construction toys like 
Lego to make a model. 


















